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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horn- 
castle  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen,  — The  following  is  my  Third  Annual 
Keport  on  the  Health  and  Sard' ary  Condition  of 
Horncastle. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  has 
been  good,  the  nuisances  complained  about  com- 
paratively few,  and  t>  e death-rate  considerably 
lower  than  in  either  of  the  two  preced  ng  years. 

INSPECTIONS. 

I have  regularly  inspected  the  district,  along 
with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  several  times  during 
the  year,  in  addition  to  special  inspections  in  all 
cases  of  notified  infectious  diseases,  and  in  all 
cases  where  complaints  of  existing  nuisances  have 
been  received.  In  one  of  our  rounds  of  inspection 
we  discovered  a case  of  child  neglect  in  Prospect- 
street.  We  reported  the  case  to  the  police 
authorities,  and  afterwards  had  to  appear  as 
witnesses  before  the  magistrates,  when  the  mother 
was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  six  weeks’ 
imprisonment. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 

The  wa'er  company’s  water  has  been  introduced 
into  four  dwelling  houses,  and  five  houses  have 
been  supplied  with  new  water  closets. 
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Two  dwelling-houses  in  the  Bull-ring  had  their 
drainage  system  altered  and  improved,  the  brick 
floors  of  the  cellars  taken  out  and  replaced  with 
concrete  cement,  the  cellar  walls  cemented,  and 
the  cellars  properly  vent'lated. 

THE  NEW  SEWAGE  WORKS. 

The  most  important  sanitary  work  accomplished 
during  the  year,  has  been  the  making  and  opening 
of  the  New  Sewage  Tank. 

For  several  years  it  was  known  to  your  Council 
that  the  ©Id  system  was  quite  inadequate  for 
treating  the  sewage  of  the  town  in  a proper  and 
satisfactory  manner  ; the  pollution  of  the  river 
Bain  by  the  sewage  matters  has  long  had  your 
serious  consideration  ; occupiers  of  land  adjoining 
the  river  have  made  repeated  complaints  about  it  ; 
and,  quite  recently,  the  ne:ghbouring  sanitary 
authorities  had  awakened  to  the  fact  that  the 
condit  on  of  the  river  was  not  what  it  ought  to  be, 
and  added  another  complaint  about  the  malodorous 
effluvia  arising  therefrom. 

These  repeated  comp'ainings  might  have  been 
very  serious  for  your  Council  bad  nothing  been 
done  up  till  now,  but  you  bad,  after  mature  con- 
sideration, decided  on  the  new  system  to  be 
employed,  and  whilst  complaints  and  threat 
were  pouring  in  on  your  Council,  the  new  system 
was  nearing  completion,  so  far  at  least  as  to 
successfully  deal  with  the  more  pressing  nui-ance, 
the  pollution  of  the  river. 

The  new  system  now  employed,  which  includes 
“ The  Ives’  Patent  Precipitation  Tank,”  has  been 
successfully  adopted  in  some  54  other  districts  in 
England,  and  seems  to  be  acting  very  well  in 
Horncastle,  and  when  the  system  is  fully  com- 
pleted, by  the  effluent  being  treated  by  irrigation, 
Horncastle  will  have  one  of  the  most  perfect  of 
chemical  and  precipitation  sewage  disposal  S)  stems 
at  present  known. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

I desire  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the 
present  insufficient  means  employed  for  the 
collect'on  of  the  household  refuse  ; and,  having 
consulted  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  this 
matter,  I place  the  following  facts  and  suggestions 
before  you 
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The  system  employe  1 now  is  just  the  same  as 
it  was  when  the  Local  Authority  first  began  to 
collect  the  refuse,  that  is  by  means  of  an  ordinary 
cart  going  round  collect ;ng  the  refuse  at  irregular 
and  sometimes  long  intervals. 

Owing  to  our  recommendations  during  the  last 
three  years,  ash  boxes  have  largely  superceded 
ash  pits,  as  large  accumulations  of  garbage,  etc., 
in  the  ash-pits  or  middens  are  liable  to  become 
nuisances,  especially  where,  as  in  some  cases,  the 
ash-pits  were  only  emptied  once  a year. 

We  suggest  that  a proper  sanitary  dust  cart  be 
provided,  and  if  necessary  an  extra  horse,  and  that 
a regular  and  daily  route  be  taken  so  that  people 
would  know  when  to  expect  the  dust  collector, 
which  would  probably  be  once  a week.  In  any 
case  there  is  sufficient  work  to  keep  one  horso 
constantly  employed  throughout  the  year,  as  the 
refuse  has  all  to  be  carted  to  the  sewage  works, 
which  is  a considerable  distance  from  West-street, 
Prospect  street,  etc.,  and  takes  a long  time  As 
we  consider  this  matter  both  important  and 
urgent,  I hope  it  may  have  your  early  attention, 
and  our  suggestions  become  an  accomplished  fact 
before  the  hot  weather  commences. 

THE  TOWN’S  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  taking  over  of  the  public  water  supply  from 
the  water  company  has  not  yet  been  accom- 
plished. 

The  long  drought  during  last  summer  fully 
demonstrated  again  that  the  company’s  water 
supply  is  not  sufficient  to  withstand  any  severe 
strain  on  its  quantity.  It  seems  to  me  that  either 
more  adequate  storage  is  required,  or  new  springs 
should  be  tapped,  in  order  to  get  a continuous 
and  sufficient  supply  throughout  the  year. 

The  failure  of  the  water  company  to  provide 
water  for  watering  the  streets  and  for  flushing  the 
sewers  during  part  of  the  summer,  might  have 
been  disastrous  for  the  health  of  the  town  had 
certain  infectious  or  contagious  diseases  been 
imported. 

The  water  company  again  do  not  supply  various 
parts  of  the  town  with  water  ; Low  Tointon-road 
and  part  of  Spilsby-road  for  example  still  require 
to  depend  on  well  water,  which  in  some  instances 
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is  not  satisfactory,  and  boiling  or  filtering  or  both 
have  to  be  done  by  the  householders  before  using 
the  water. 

On  account  of  these  and  other  circumstances  I 
again  recommend  that  endeavours  still  be  made 
towards  purchasing  the  water  supply  from  the 
water  company. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

No  serious  outbreak  of  any  infectious  or  con- 
tagious disease  has  occurred,  only  sixteen  cases 
having  been  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act,  1889. 

Scarlet  Fever.  — Seven  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year.  Two  were  imported,  one 
case  was  freely  desquamating  at  the  time  of  his 
arrival  in  this  town,  and  the  other  was  diagnosed 
two  or  three  days  after  arrival.  In  the  other  five 
cases,  two  occurred  in  one  family,  two  in  another, 
and  one  separate.  There  was  no  connection  what- 
ever between  these  families,  and  no  doubt  it  was 
owing  to  the  early  notification  that  we  were  able 
to  restrict  each  outbreak  to  the  families  in  which 
it  first  appeared. 

Enteric  Fever.— 'I  here  were  four  cases  of  this 
disease.  The  first  case  notified  early  in  the  year, 
in  a child  in  Low  Tointon-road,  was  complicated 
with  Meningitis,  from  which  the  child  died. 

One  case  was  certainly  contracted  away,  and 
very  probably  two. 

In  the  remaining  case  in  Queen-street  certain 
minor  alterations  to  the  house  were  advised  and 
executed. 

Erysipelas. — The  four  cases  notified  of  this 
disease  is  a comparatively  large  number  for  Horn- 
castle,  but  they  were  quite  distinct  from  one 
another,  both  in  locality  and  time  of  occurrence, 
and  I cannot  say  that  any  of  them  was  contracted 
from  a pre-existing  case. 

Diphtheria. — In  the  house  where  this  (one)  case 
was  reported,  new  water  closets  were  put  in,  and 
the  place  generally  improved. 

THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

The  cottage  in  Low  Tointon-road  presently  used 
as  an  infectious  diseases  hospital  is  not  very 
suitable  for  that  purpose. 

There  are  four  small  rooms  altogether,  of  which 
one  is  used  as  a bathroom,  and  in  another  the 
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walls  are  damp  and  there  is  no  fireplace,  so  that 
practically  the  place  is  only  capable  of  holding 
two  beds,  one  in  each  of  the  other  rooms. 

As  a comparatively  large  rent  is  paid  f r this 
cottage,  the  building  of  a Fever  Ho-pital  suitable 
for  Homcastle  and  in  a suitable  locality,  might  be 
profitably  considered  by  your  Council. 

This  may  seem  unnecessary  to  some,  when  it 
is  remembered  th -t  no  case  of  infectious  disease 
was  admit' ed  to  hospital  during  the  whole  of  1898, 
but  we  cannot  expect  always  to  be  so  fortunate  in 
escaping  infectious  diseases  ; and  in  addition  the 
possibility  of  a smallpox  epidemic  shou  d not  be 
forgotten.  Many  years  ago  Horncastle  suffered 
greviously  from  this  dread  complaint,  and  much 
as  we  should  deplore  a recurrence  of  Smallpox, 
the  present  avoidance  of  vaccination,  seems  to  me 
to  point,  to  the  country  having  to  pay  severely  in 
the  future  for  laxity  on  this  point,  and  it  would 
be  well  if  we  in  Horncastle  were  in  a position  to 
successfully  deal  with  any  infectious  epidemic  at 
the  very  commencement. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  Horncastle  for  1898  has  been 
calculated  at  4,001. 

The  average  population  of  the  Workhouse  is  91, 
of  whom  28  belong  to  Horncastle  Urban  District 
find  are  included  in  the  above  4,001. 

The  births  and  deaths  occurring  amongst  the  28 
in  the  Workhouse  and  belonging  to  Horncastle  are 
included  in  the  Horncastle  birth  and  death  rates  ; 
and  in  addition  the  total  births  and  deaths  in  the 
Workhouse  are  given  separately. 

Total  births  101,  making  the  birth-rate  25-2  per 
1,000  ; total  deaths  59,  making  the  death  rate  14-7 
per  1,000  ; infant  mortality,  59-4  per  1,000  births. 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  Registrar  General, 
the  rates  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for 
1898  are  as  follows  : — Birth-rate,  29  4 per  1,000 
living ; death-rate,  17  6 per  1,000  living  ; infant 
mortality,  161  per  1,000  births. 

Tables  A and  B made  out  according  to  the 
instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board  are 
enclosed  herewith. 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

ROBERT  McLAY,  M.D., 
M.O.H.  Horncastle  Urban  District. 
42,  East  street,  Horncastle,  February  15th,  1899. 
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coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1898,  in  the 
Horncastle  Urban  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Area  and  Population  of  the  District  or  Division 
to  which  this  Return  relates. 


Area  in  Acres,  1,235. 

Population  (Last  Census)  4,374. 

,,  (Estimated  to  middle  of  1898)  4,001. 


Death  j 
Kates. 


General  14-7 


Infant  (under  one 
year  of  age)  59'4 


| Per  1,000 

-!  Population,  estimated  to 
( middle  of  1898. 


( per  1,000  Births 
( Registered. 


